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• Brief Status of USGS Director
• Creation of USGS WROC
• USGS Factsheet Series
• Summary of some key science
• Data integration efforts
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Dr. Marcia McNutt , Nominee for Director of 
the United States Geological Survey and 
Science Advisor to the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

•Hearing date not set
• PhD in Earth Sciences, Scripps Institution of Oceanography 
•3 years with the USGS--earthquake prediction.
•Faculty at MIT in 1982,  Griswold Professor of Geophysics, Director of 
the Joint Program in Oceanography & Applied Ocean Science & 
Engineering, a joint program offered by both MIT & the Woods Hole 
Oceanography Institution.
• fellow for the American Geophysical Union, the Geological Society of 
America, the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
and the International Association of Geodesy.
•member of the National Academy of Sciences, the American 
Philosophical Society and the American Academy of Arts & Sciences 
and serves on numerous evaluation and advisory boards for 
institutions such as the Monterey Bay Aquarium, Stanford University, 
Harvard University and Science Magazine.
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USGS Western Region Efforts to Highlight  
Coastal Ocean Science

and Issues

USGS Western Region WROC
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• Regional Alliance.  West Coast Governors Agreement (WCGA) on Ocean 
Health.  USGS has staff on Action Teams for Seafloor Mapping (Sam 
Johnson), Climate Change (Kim Taylor, Patrick Barnard), and Integrated 
Ecosystem Assessment (Tom Suchanek). 

• Ecosystem work in California current.  Seabirds (cite fact sheet).  Cite otter 
work (see SB fact sheet).  

• Seafloor Mapping.  Summarized.  Chris Goldfinger (Oregon State University) 
and Sam Johnson (USGS) are the Co-Chairs of the WCGA Mapping Action 
Team.  Points 

– Work in CA continues despite state budget woes.  Big boost was contribution from Stimulus 
Package (through NOAA Office of Coast Surveys) 

– USGS also got FY09 $500K earmark, a big boost to our groundt ruthing and product development 
efforts.  

– CA state funding about to come back at lower levels. 
– OR work - also got big boost from Stimulus Package and from OR state funding 
– NOAA OCS doing some mapping in Puget Sound, and USGS doing some ground truthing.
– OVERALL MESSAGE: Work continues 
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Why Bring Up AMIS

•Alaska Multi-Agency Data Integration and Visualization 
Committee
•Accepted AMIS as the vision
•Chaired by by AOOS, MMS, USGS
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Data Visualization and Integration

• AMIS a winning concept
• Challenges of moving forward past 

pilot
• Alaska Federal, State, and Boards 

working together to share data ONCE.
– For USGS Alaska anyway this is the way 

forward.
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